
 

 

 
 
 

 
A monthly publication of the Clear Lake Gem & Mineral Society 

VOLUME 44 MARCH 2018 NUMBER 3   

 

                        

 
 
 
NEXT MEETING:   
TIME:  
LOCATION: 

 
 
 
March 19, 2018 
7:30 p.m. 
Clear Lake Park Building 
5001 Nasa Parkway 
Seabrook, Texas 

 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

March Meeting  
President’s Message 
Dues are Due 

1-
2 

 
MARCH MONTHLY MEETING 
 
AMBER MINING OPERATIONS 
Chiapas, Mexico 
 
The Clear Lake Gem & Mineral Society will hold their monthly meeting 
on Monday, March 19, at 7:30 p.m. at the Clear Lake Park Building 
located at 5001 Nasa Parkway, Seabrook. 
Chase Jennings will discuss amber mining operations that he runs in 
Chiapas, Mexico and how the amber is processed and brought to the 
United States.  Discussion will include amber specimen photos and video 
with rare insect inclusions (Such as butterflies and flowers).  In-situ 
amber, master amber carvings, and other amber items will be shown.  UV 
demonstration will show the amazing fluorescent and phosphorescent 
properties of Chiapas amber and compare with Amber from other 
origins.  Visitors are always welcomed. http://www.clgms.org/ 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 
ANNUAL SHOW  
The committee and member’s skilled work and preparation have proven to ROCK this 
year’s annual show.   My extension of heartfelt thanks to everyone again for making this 
year’s 43rd annual Clear Lake Gem and Mineral show a success. 
We are excited to provide three (3), two-thousand dollar ($2000) scholarships to the 
community because we did so well at the show. 
Programs this year will be exciting and fun filled.  We have many wonderful speakers 
and fun field trips arranged to fill the year.  Audio-visual digital system upgrades are 
planned for monthly programs, community outreach events, library speeches, show, and 
school programs. 
March 2018 highlights include: Mason Texas Field Trip, Chiapas Amber Program at the 
monthly meeting, followed by a field trip to Dallas to view 250,000 year-old Clactonian-
era stone carvings at the Nasher Sculpture Center museum. 
Reminder: CLGMS is driving for membership increase and renewal this year. Please 
remind all your friends, family, colleagues, co-workers, neighbors, to renew or join the 
Clear Lake Gem and Mineral Society. 
Thank you 
Vincent Barrows 
Clear Lake Gem and Mineral Society President 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Membership dues are due at the beginning of each year and delinquent March 31, 2018. 
 
Membership Dues Jan. to Dec. 2018: Adult $15:00, $5.00 per additional adult at same 
address, Junior $5.00, $5.00 per member with adult at same address, Family Dues $20.00 
(4+) at same address. Send Dues to CLGMS, PO BOX 891533, Houston, TX, 77289 
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MINUTES OF THE FEBRUARY 19, 2018 MONTHLY MEETING  
 
An overview of the show schedule was given 

�  Bandit signs were passed out to members to put near their houses 
�  Pam requested show case #21 as she still has the key from last year 
�  Tickets are banded in batches of 50 
�  ATM not yet verified (it was before the show) 
�  45 Vendors with 210 tables 
�  Bitterroot had to cancel due to a death in the family.  Other vendors 

want their table space, so this has been sold to other vendors. 
·  This years goal is to try and increase membership 
·  We have decided not to maintain our hard copy library as we now have no place to 

store it 
·  We reviewed ideas for field trips 

�  Sharks teeth at Texas Ciy Dike 
�  Petrified wood at Rob's near Lake Livingston 
�  Dallas sculpture museum  

·  Upcoming events 
�  San Jacinto battle reenactment on April 21st.  Cindy McGowan 

volunteered to assist, but will have to check her kid's baseball 
schedule to see if she is available. Jerry and John will also help with 
this. 

�  School of rock wants us back at the Armand Bayou Montessori school 
on April 7th from 10-2 

�  Scout session in April 
�  Request for library display a Helen Hall in League City.  Contact 

David if you would like to help with this. David will set this up if he 
others can provide labeled rocks. 

·  The March Program will be on Amber mining. 
·  There is a request to include a microphone system in this year's budget. 
·  Stoney statements were approved with one correction - David's phone number 

starts with 832. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Trina Willoughby, Secretary 
 
 
� 
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MINUTES OF THE MARCH 9, 2018, BOARD MEETING 

 

·  The show went great.  
o We had over 1700 adult membership. 
o Dealers seamed happy. 
o We may need to order more blue tickets, but we can 
probably use these for youth next year and use the red ones for adults. 
o Lessons learned from show 

�  NASA exhibit for U-Haul was too tall to fit. IF we get this again we should have a flat 
bed trailer with no ramp. 

�  We had 1000 full page fliers - this seemed like to many 
�  We can get more bandit signs and get them out Monday night 
�  Let's get some bigger bandit signs, request to have some say "Gem and Jewelry" 
�  Silent aution needs to have clause "largest bid wins" and "Decision of winner by 

CLGMS is final decision" 
·  There is a great line up of programs and field trips this year! 
·  We need more copies of the keys for the locker 
·  Decided to have 3 $2000 scholarships this year 
·  Request for a projector and possibly a screen on the budget this year. Sheets to hang 

over the doors would also be appreciated 

Respectfully submitted, Trina Willoughby, Secretary 
 
 
 
BENCH TIPS BY BRAD SMITH 

NO - MAR  PLIERS     

Pliers can often leave nicks and scratches on your 
work. If this is giving you a problem, first take a 
close look at the plier jaws. New tools can be a little 
rough.  I typically relieve any sharp edges, sand away 
any tool marks, and give working areas a quick 
polish. 
 
If that doesn't solve the problem, you probably need 
to cover the jaws.  Plastic electrical tape provides a 
quick fix but can leave messy adhesive on the jaws, 
and dips don't seem to last very long.   
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A quick and easy solution is to slip a length of 1/8 dia vinyl tubing over each jaw. It 
works well and leaves  

no sticky residue. The tubing can be found in a store that sells aquarium supplies. Note 
that this will increase the size of the plier jaws a bit, but I haven't found that to be a 
problem. 
 
 PATINA RECIPIES      
 
Sometimes it's fun to explore some new patinas. If this appeals to you, here are a couple 
web sites that have ideas particularly for copper and bronze.  
 
The first is The Science Company at http://www.sciencecompany.com/Do-It-Yourself-
Patina-Formulas-W12C672.aspx with plenty of formulas for a variety of colors.  And 
there are more formulas at Tim McCreight's Brynmorgen Press web site 
at http://www.brynmorgen.com/resources.html 
 
Small quantities of chemicals for making your own patinas are available from The 
Science Company at http://www.sciencecompany.com/Patina-Chemicals-Patina-Book-
C672.aspx 
 
If you prefer to buy the patinas ready for use, one of the best sources I've come across is 
Sculpt Nouveau at http://www.sculptnouveau.com/  Don't miss all the instructional pdf's 
on the site and be sure to take a look at the videos showing how to use the products 
at http://www.youtube.com/sculptnouveau  
 

  
 
See all Brad's jewelry books at Amazon.com/author/bradfordsmith 
======================================         
 
 
 
 
 



Page 6                                   MARCH 2018                              STONEY STATEMENTS 
 

 

 
 
APACHE TEARS 
George Campbell  

 
Just outside of the town of Superior, which is about 80 
miles from Phoenix, in Pinal County, Arizona, is a cliff, 
which has as it name Apache Leap. As the story goes, 
the local Apache Indians were being pursued by another 
warlike tribe. They were chased to the edge of the cliff 
and, rather than be captured, they rode their horses right 
over the edge and fell to their deaths. Their wives and 
families cried and cried and their tears were turned into 

those obsidian nodules we now call Apache Tears.  
 
(from Rocks & Fossils Newsgroup, via South Central Federation newsletter, Mar-Apr, 2014) 
 

HISTORY OF THE DIAMOND  
 

Diamonds are a thing of beauty and the ultimate gift for a loved one.  Thought to be one 
of the hardest substances on t he globe, diamonds date back billions of years.  The 
diamond is the traditional birthstone of April and holds significant meaning for those 
born in that month, thought to provide the wearer with better relationships and an 
increase in inner strength.  Wearing diamonds is purported to bring other benefits such as 
balance, clarity and abundance.  It’s also symbolic of eternal love, and those fortunate to 
call April the month of their birth  will enoy the following history behind this rare gem. 

 
 
Diamond Gemstones 
 

Adopted from the Greek word “adamas,” meaning 
invincible, diamonds come in a wide range of colors such as 
black, blue, green, pink, red, purple, and yellow. The color is 
dependent upon the type of  impurities that are present in the 
stone.  Yellow  stones have minuscule traces of nitrogen 
while blue ones contain boron.   
 

The Origin of Birthstones 
 

It’s uncertain how the specific months became connected with the various stones.  
However, some speculate that their origins date back to biblical times when the 
breastplate belonging to a priest was decorated with 12 assorted colored gems.  As time 
wore one, the 12 gems became associated with the zodiac and the months connected to it.  
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This started the tradition of wearing a colored stone each month as sort of good luck 
charm.  Initially people wore all twelve stones, rotating according to the month of the  
 
year to derive the greatest benefit of each stone. Believing that the various gems held 
magical powers for the individual born within a given month, people started to wear the 
stone associated with their birth month for the entire year. In 1912, the American 
National Association of Jewelers designed a list dedicating different gems to various 
months. What was once thought to be controversial based on its commercialism is now 
widely accepted as the official birthstone list. 

 
 

The History and Beliefs Surrounding the Diamond 
 

As told through the Encarta, Sanskrit texts dating back before 400 B.C. 
found that people associated significant value and wonderment with crystals.  There is 
also significant research that dates back to the 1330s showing diamond cutting in Venice. 
The diamond trading business flourished towards the 15th century with the opening of 
Eastern trade routes.  Ancient theories touting the  magical powers of diamonds were 
prevalent:  some thought lightning bolts formed diamonds, while other theories asserted 
that diamonds were the tears of god. 

 
The Healing Powers of Diamonds 
 

During the Middle Ages, diamonds were thought to hold healing powers and to cure 
ailments stemming from the pituitary gland and brain.  By heating the crystal and taking 
it to bed, it was thought to draw out the harmful toxins that were crippling the body.  It 
was believed that diamonds could also have an effect on an individual’s balance and 
clarity and cold boost their energy when combined with other crystals like amethyst. 
 
The diamond as the April gemstone has garnered the hearts of many and is the most 
coveted crystal to date.  Deemed as the King of all birthstones, diamonds make the ideal  
April birthday gift. 

 

GRAND CANYON FOSSILS 

Grand Canyon has so much more than pretty scenery. It contains an amazing diversity of 
rock formations with an abundance of fossils hidden within. The sedimentary rocks 
exposed throughout the canyon are rich with marine fossils such as crinoids, brachiopods, 
and sponges with several layers containing terrestrial fossils such as leaf and dragonfly 
wing impressions, and footprints of scorpions, centipedes, and reptiles. Ancient fossils 
preserved in the rock layers range from algal mats and microfossils from Precambrian 
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Time 1,200 million to 740 million years ago to a multitude of body and trace fossils from 
the Paleozoic Era 525-270 million years ago. 

Discs from the columnar "stem" of a crinoid 
found in the Kaibab Limestone. 

What about dinosaur fossils? Not at Grand 
Canyon! The rocks of the canyon are older than 
the oldest known dinosaurs. To see dinosaur 
fossils, the Triassic-aged Chinle Formation on 
the Navajo Reservation and at Petrified Forest 
National Park is the nearest place to go. 

It is illegal to dig up, relocate, and/or remove 
fossils from Grand Canyon National Park. If you 
find a fossil, please leave it for others to discover 
and scientists to study. You are welcome to take 

a picture or make a drawing of the fossil, then go to one of the visitor centers to see if a 
park ranger can help you identify it. 

Lacy bryozoan fossil found in the Redwall 
Limestone. 

Fossils are the preserved remains of ancient life, 
such as bones, teeth, wood, and shells. Trace 
fossils represent the presence or behavior of 
ancient life, without body parts being present. 
Footprints, worm burrows, and insect nests are 
examples of trace fossils. 

Sedimentary rock contains fossils because it was 
built up layer upon layer, often trapping and 
preserving animals, plants, footprints, and more 

within the layers of sediment. If all the conditions are right, fossils are formed as the 
layers of sediment turn into rock. 

 
Peacock Ore, also known as Chalcopyrite glistens in the sunlight. The colors vary with 
each mineral specimen. There are pinks, blues, greens and combinations of each creating 
a visual delight!  Chalcopyrite is most often found to contain sparkles of a Gold like 
substance which is Pyrite. It is known as the Chakra Stone. 
As the Chakra Stone, it will cleanse, balance and align all your Chakra energy centers 
individually. Once all are aligned, cleansed and balanced individually, this incredible 
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multicolored stone will simultaneously align your entire physical body with that of your 
Spiritual and Ethereal energy bodies. 
As you work with Chalcopyrite, it will assist you in shifting your inner Self, aligning 
your thoughts and emotions in a very soothing, calming way. In addition, Peacock Ore  
 
resonates more finely with the Third Eye, allowing the user to re-discover long forgotten 
knowledge. It is the key to reconnecting yourself with ancient esoteric knowledge. Hold 
it above or in front of your Third Eye during meditation. It will in time, depending on 
how open you are, assist you in awakening your inner sight. 
Among the many benefits of Peacock Ore is the grounding of excess nervous energy, 
allowing the body and mind to release stress related emotions which in turn cause an 
imbalance throughout the body. Being aligned from the inside out provides choices not 
available when you are out of alignment. 
*Angelic Realm Association: Archangel Metatron, whose name means, He Who Walks 
with God, will assist you in aligning your entire Be-ing, bringing into balance all your 
energy centers in your physical, emotional, mental, Spiritual energy bodies and in your 
Auric and Ethereal energy fields. 
*Healing Properties: aligns, cleanses, balances all Chakra Energy centers; heals doubt, 
manages thoughts of lack; dissolves energy blockages; increases self-esteem 
*Vibrational Frequency: attuned to or with all the vibrational frequencies of the Universe; 
soft, strong, subtle and powerful 
*Spiritual Properties: protection from psychic attack, protects healers; enhances intuition 
and perception 
It is part Copper and part Pyrite. Pyrite is commonly called “Fool’s Gold”. The 
metaphysical properties of Pyrite are prosperity and abundance, manifesting great wealth 
and burning away that which is no longer desired or needed. The metaphysical properties 
of Copper are warmth and healing, resonating with the Solar Plexus Chakra, the energy 
center for manifestation, self-empowerment. 
 
As with many multi colored stones and mineral specimens, the interconnectedness of 
each of its separate components, creates an entirely unique energy and color vibration. 
Each stone displays a unique array of colors, mimicking the tail feathers of a male 
Peacock in his entire splendor. 
Connect with Angels every day when you click this link http://angelladytm.com/ from 
Terrie Marie, the Angel Lady and Desert Rose Healing Arts! All you need to do is enter 
your name and email address to begin connecting with Angels! 
Copyright 2011 – All Rights Reserved Worldwide 

HUNDREDS OF FOSSISIZED PTEROSAUR EGGS UNEARTHED 

Hundreds of newfound pterosaur eggs are giving scientists a peek into how the ancient 
fliers developed. These winged reptiles were not dinosaurs, but they lived alongside 
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dinos. Some of the newly discovered eggs still contained the bones of tiny embryos. After 
studying those bones, researchers now think that the hatchlings might have been able to 
walk, although not yet fly. 

 
A team of scientists uncovered at least 
215 eggs. They came from a block of 
sandstone about 3 meters (10 feet) 
square. All of the eggs belonged to one 
species: Hamipterus tianshanensis. It 
lived in the early Cretaceous Period, 
some 120 million years ago, in what is 
now northwestern China. Xiaolin Wang 
of the Chinese Academy of Sciences in 
Beijing led the research team. As a 

vertebrate paleontologist, he studies the fossils of animals with backbones. 

 

SCFMS and MEMBER CLUB GEM SHOWS 

March 5 – 6, Robstown, 
TX, Gulf Coast  
 Big Bend  
G&MS, Richard M. 
Borchard Fairgrounds. 

Mar 8-11 Deming NM. 
Deming Rock &  
Rockhunts  
Gem Show and Field 
Trips. SWNM State 
Fairgrounds 
 

Mar 10-11 San Antonio, 
TX 
Southwest G&MS, San 
Antonio Event Center 

Mar 16-18 TEMPLE, TX  
Albuquerque, NM, 
Albuquerque G&MS, Expo 
NM State Fairgrounds 

Mar 30 – Apr 1, Alpine, 
TX Chihuahuan Desert 
G&MC, Alpine Civic 
Cntr 

Apr 4 – 8 Raleigh, NC, 
AFMS 
Convention/Capital 
Area G&M Show, Tar 
Heel G&MC, Kerr 
Scott Bldg., NC 
Fairgrounds 

May 5-6, Lubbock, TX, 
SCFMS 
Convention/Lubbock 
G&MC Show, Lubbock 
Memorial Civic Center 

Jun 30 – Jul 1, Grapevine, TX, 
Arlington G&MC, Grapevine 
Convention Center.  

Nov 17-18, Mesquite, TX, 
Dallas G&MS, Mesquite 
Rodeo Center Exhibit 
Hall 

 Nov 9-11 Houston, TX 
Houston G&MS 
Humble Civic Center 
8233 Will Clayton 
Pkwy, Humble, TX 

    

      
    
�    
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STONEY STATEMENTS 
Clear Lake Gem and Mineral Society, Inc 
 
PO BOX 891533 
Houston, Texas 77289 
 

Meeting 3rd Monday of the Month  
7:30 P.M. 
Clear Lake Park Building 
5001 NASA Parkway, Seabrook, Texas 

   

 

 

 Member of   

Next Annual Show  
February 23-24, 2019 
Pasadena Convention Center 

  

  

American 
Federation of 
Mineral Societies 

  
South Central 
Federation of Mineral 
Societies 

CLGMS is on the Web:  
http://www.clgms.org 
2/23-24 2019 

     

Clear Lake Gem and Mineral Society, Inc 
MEMBER: American Federation of Mineralogical Societies and South Central Federation of Mineral Societies 

PURPOSE: To promote education and popular interest in the various earth sciences; in particular in those hobbies dealing with the 
art of lapidaries and the earth sciences of minerals, fossils and their associated fields. 

2017 OFFICERS: President 
Vice President 
Secretary 
Treasurer 
Program Director 
Board of Directors:  
 
Newsletter  Editor 

Vince Barrows 
David Tjiok 
Trina Willoughby 
Jerry Newberry 
Vince Barrows 
Sandra Christiansen 
Mary Wells 
Annabel Brownfield 

225-916-2258 
832-423-4802 
713-815-0275 
281-333-2113 
 

 

Annual Show 2018 ……………………...Vince Barrows                 Library……………………………Vacant 
Constitution & Bylaws…………………..Sara Chelette  Membership………………………Mike Flannigan 
Community Benefits……………………..Charlie Timme                 WWW System Admin.. ………….Mike Flannigan 
Historian…………………………………David Tjiok   Refreshments……………………..John Caldyne 
Publicity………………………………….Vacant                                  Education/Field Trips…………….Annabel Brownfield   
Facebook…………………………………Trina Willoughby 
Membership Dues Jan. to Dec. 2017: Adult $15:00, $5.00 per additional adult at same address, Junior $5.00, $5.00 per member with 
adult at same address, Family Dues $20.00 (4+) at same address. Send Dues to CLGMS, PO BOX 891533, Houston, TX, 77289 

Permission to use material originating in this newsletter is freely given providing credit is given author and Stoney Statements except 
if the article requires authorization (©RA). Permission may be obtained by E-mailing Editor. 

 
 
 


