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MINUTES OF THE October  CLGMS GENERAL MEETING

Guest Speaker: Kim Christiansen spoke about the Lascaux caves located in southwestern France.

Charlie:  Asked about getting paid for the work done on the Genie.

John: Asked if we had a building, we could attract more people to our meetings.  Members were asked 
to see what kinds of space might be available for our group and get back with us by the next meeting.
  
The Houston Gem & Mineral Show will be on November 12-14 at the Humble Civic Center.  We will 
have a booth there and we need members to staff it.  Please sign up if you would like to do this.

Christina:  Gem & Mineral Swap.  We had some members who brought some items that they wanted to 
swap with other members.  We all had a good time looking at each other’s rocks and learning more 
about them.

David: Brought up whether the  Annual Club’s Christmas party will be held one week earlier or during 
our regular scheduled date which is the same week as Christmas. The general member decided to have it
one week earlier. 
Will scout the location for the Annual Club’s Christmas party (Rudy’s BBQ or Kelley Country Kitchen).

MINUTES OF THE November  CLGMS BOARD MEETING.

Charlie: Will get a check for $385.22 for fixing the Genie

Sandy: Sent out applications to the vendors to fill out for our show in February 2022.

Volunteers are asked to man our booth during the Houston Show this weekend (Nov. 12-14), please sign
up if would like to do this or if you happened to be there visit our table and can take a break there.
Postcards for our February 2022 show will be available at our table during HGMS show this weekend.

Christmas Party
Since our club’s general meeting place (at the library) cannot accommodate for our Annual Christmas 
Party, the board decided to change the venue. 
Our club’s Annual Christmas Party will be held on MONDAY, DECEMBER 13, 2021 at 6:30 pm 
(Please note the date and time) at:

Kelly’s Country Kitchen
1502 W. Main FM 518 Map of Kelly’s Country Kitchen
League City, TX 77576 http://maps.google.com/maps?q=29.50488,+-95.10857+%28Coordinates%29&iwloc=A&hl=en

The club will be paying for these meals – Please come and join us bring your family for this Joyous 
season of love and blessings.

Our next show will be February 26-27, 2022.

http://maps.google.com/maps?q=29.50488,+-95.10857+(Coordinates)&iwloc=A&hl=en
http://maps.google.com/maps?q=29.50488,+-95.10857+(Coordinates)&iwloc=A&hl=en
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Upcoming events - We are looking forward to the following programs.  

Please check out our Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/clgms/

Field Trips Announcement

Currently – no field trips are scheduled.

If you have a good location for our club field trip – please contact:
annabel.brownfield@gmail.com or call/text: 281-486-1866.

________________________________________________________________________

What Is A Padparadscha Sapphire? Learn All About This Elusive Gem
https://www.gemrockauctions.com

When it comes to the sapphire family, it’s no secret that blue sapphires often claim the spotlight. 
However, did you know that the padparadscha sapphire is just as dazzling and priceless as its sky-
colored cousin?

Named after the sacred lotus flower, padparadscha sapphires are a prized rarity in the gemstone world. 
With their striking shades of orange and pink, padparadscha gems are sure to take your breath away!

These summer-colored stones are cherished by regular folks and royalty alike. In 2018, Princess Eugenie
made headlines with her stunning padparadscha engagement ring.

So, what exactly is the mysterious padparadscha sapphire, and why is it so popular among gemstone 
fans? In this comprehensive guide, we’ll be digging into the sunset-colored sapphire’s history, meaning, 
and various physical properties.

Let’s first get started with the basics.

What is a Padparadscha Sapphire?
Padparadscha sapphires come from the corundum mineral class. These gorgeous gemstones are 
incredibly rare and unique, even among sapphires.

Although commonly categorized as the “pink” or “orange” sapphire, padparadscha stones contain a 
combination of both colors. Genuine padparadscha sapphires, which are untreated and hard to come by, 
have a salmon-colored tone.

Even rarer than padparadscha sapphires themselves is the revered star padparadscha. Like all star 
sapphires, star padparadscha stones reflect light with a starry twinkle thanks to their smooth and 
polished shape. Although high in demand, star padparadscha gems are scarce since not many sapphires 
can produce this quality.

https://www.gemrockauctions.com/
mailto:annabel.brownfield@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/clgms/
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Now that we’ve covered the essentials, let’s explore where padparadscha sapphires come from and their 
metaphysical properties.

Padparadscha Meaning and History
Padparadscha sapphires aren’t just fabulously stunning jewels – they’re also precious gemstones full of 
history and significant symbolism.

Padparadscha stones were first discovered in Sri Lanka nearly two millennia ago. While the largest 
padparadscha deposits are in Sri Lanka, these salmon-colored sapphires also come from Vietnam, 
Tanzania, and Madagascar.

Meaning
The name padparadscha originates from the Sinhalese word “padmaraga,” or “aquatic lotus blossom.” 
Like its namesake, the padparadscha sapphire represents many desirable spiritual, emotional, and 
wellness qualities that will enrich your life.

For example, padparadscha stones symbolize purity of the heart and mind. With the power of these 
magnificent gems, you’ll unshackle from any forces poisoning your soul. Your heart and mind will once
again be light, free, and innocent. It’s almost like your inner child’s come home.

For those seeking to gain insight and willpower, owning a padparadscha stone will strengthen your 
wisdom and determination. You’ll develop a shrewd sense of judgment and crush any goals you set. 
Having these qualities can help you evolve both personally and professionally.

These gems also build honor, manifest good fortune, and grant the wearer a long and healthy life. For 
those who travel often, padparadscha gems will act as protective talismans against any dangers on your 
journeys. As such, these rare sapphires make great gifts for solo travelers.

Spiritual Significance
The padparadscha is tied to chakra healing and balancing energy too. The stone corresponds to the sacral
chakra, which is located just below the belly button. Sacral chakras are responsible for activating your 
passion centers, regulating your reproductive system, and stimulating your sex drive, creativity, and 
sense of adventure.

When there's a blockage in the sacral chakra, it can cause reproductive issues, lower back pain, and 
diminished sexual interest. You might deal with bladder and kidney problems as well. Emotionally 
speaking, you may find yourself creatively burnt out and uncomfortable with your sexuality.

Thankfully, the padparadscha sapphire has the power to balance the sacral chakra. The padparadscha’s 
blush pink tones embody love and creativity, nurturing your inner muse and romantic relationships. 
You’ll find your sexual energy realigning itself, allowing you to feel comfortable in your own body once
again.

Meanwhile, the sapphire’s fiery orange hues represent passionate devotion and a zest for living. This 
gemstone will allow you to experience all that life has to offer. You’ll be able to reach new heights of 
consciousness and expel negative energy.

It’s clear that the padparadscha possesses exceptional properties. Now, let’s dive into a conversation 
about its gorgeous colors!



Page 5                                   November, 2021                                    STONEY STATEMENTS

Padparadscha Color Range
Although their colors are orange and pink, padparadscha sapphires fall on a diverse light to medium-
tone spectrum. The gem’s colors are frequently called “peach,” “sunrise,” or “apricot.” However, true 
padparadscha sapphires are salmon-colored when exposed to sunlight.

Padparadscha sapphires derive their extraordinary colors from trace elements of iron and chromium, and
we’ll dive more into this in the next section.

Since padparadscha gems have a wide color range, you might consider your favorite shades when 
sapphire shopping.

For example, padparadscha stones with medium saturation and pastel coloring are trendy since their 
even tones are pleasing to the eye. Be sure to keep in mind that genuine padparadscha sapphires are 
highly treasured as well.

However, no two gems share the same coloring. Each gemstone shines with a uniqueness of its own. 
Like the lotus blossom, all padparadscha gems are equally mesmerizing with their shimmering orange-
pink streaks.

Specifications
So far, we’ve covered the padparadscha’s history, symbolism, and color range. Now let’s dive into some
of the padparadscha’s physical characteristics.

Make-up and Composition
Like all mineral corundum, the padparadscha sapphire’s composition is a chemical compound called 
aluminum oxide, or alumina. All sapphires carry traces of iron, titanium, chromium, vanadium, or 
magnesium. It’s the unique combinations of these elements that produce different-colored sapphires.

While most sapphires are blue because they contain iron and titanium, padparadscha stones get their 
sunrise shades from iron and chromium. While chromium is typically used in stainless steel, it’s also 
responsible for the padparadscha’s bright pink tones.

Thanks to its chemical makeup, the stone ranks an astonishing 9.0 on the Mohs scale. Invented by 
German mineralogist Friedrich Mohs in the 19th century, the Mohs scale ranks minerals by hardness and
scratch resistance from 1-10.

As a point of reference, the padparadscha sapphire is literally tougher than a Masonry drill bit! 
Although, we’re not suggesting you should use it to burrow a hole in the wall — despite its capability to 
do so!

Without a doubt, padparadscha sapphires are incredibly sturdy gemstones. The only mineral that 
surpasses the padparadscha in density is the diamond at a whopping 10. For those interested in wearing 
gemstone jewelry daily, the resilient padparadscha will weather mostly anything.

So, it’s easy to see why padparadschas are trending as engagement ring center stones!
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Cut
Thanks to their hexagonal crystalline structures, sapphires can be cut into many different shapes that are 
resistant to wear and tear. Sapphires are commonly oval, round, or cushion-shaped for engagement 
rings, pendants, and other jewelry.

Of course, the free-spirited padparadscha likes to play by a different set of rules. Cutting these rare 
sapphires asymmetrically preserves as much material as possible. After all, with a gemstone as priceless 
as the padparadscha, more material means more value.

So, the next time you’re on the market for a padparadscha sapphire, don’t be alarmed by its unusual 
shape! It only means you’re getting more quality for every penny.

Clarity
When shopping for gemstones, be sure to keep an eye out for something called clarity.

Clarity assesses how inclusions, fractures, and blemishes can affect a gemstone’s appearance and 
structure. Inclusions refer to any crystal, gas, or liquid particles trapped inside a jewel. With a rare and 
prized gem like the padparadscha sapphire , having inclusions will enhance its value. That’s because 
these crystallized particles add a celestial beauty and depth guaranteed to enchant anyone.

So, how is clarity related to inclusions, and why is it a critical factor to keep in mind when sapphire 
shopping?

Well, clarity grade evaluates how “eye-clean” or clear a gemstone is. The more clarity a gemstone has, 
the more visible its inclusions will be to the naked eye. For a padparadscha sapphire, this is a good thing.

In other words: the more opaque or “clouded” the gem is, the lower the value.

While high-clarity padparadscha sapphires are prestigious, these gems are already so rare that you may 
have to compromise clarity when buying one.

Even so, padparadscha gems are still priceless jewels with more clarity than even rubies. Noticeable 
inclusions or not, you’ll be sure to find yourself amazed and delighted by this compelling gem.

Size
You should also consider size and carat weight when shopping for your sapphire. But wait, aren’t they 
the same thing? On the contrary.

While people use gemstone size and weight synonymously, they’re two different metrics.

Gemstone size is measured in millimeters, while weight is calculated in carats. As a reference guide, a 
single carat equals 200 milligrams.

When it comes to size, padparadscha sapphires are often sold in a broad range from 3-11 millimeters. 
Generally, the larger a gemstone is, the pricier it’ll be. Unless, of course, the large gem is riddled with 
visible inclusions, then even a large diamond won’t catch a high price tag.
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Carat Weight
In terms of weight, the heaviness of most padparadscha sapphires is usually similar to that of rubies. 
Most of them weigh under two carats (400 milligrams). Stones that exceed this mass are super rare to 
find.

If you’re lucky enough to obtain a padparadscha that weighs over five carats? Then you’ve got a world-
class gem in your hands worthy for auctioning.

So, are you wondering just how heavy the world’s largest padparadscha sapphire is? Believe it or not, 
the colossal gem weighs an astounding 100.18 carats (20,036 milligrams)! This mighty jewel is 
currently preserved in the American Museum of Natural History in New York.

Padparadscha Sapphire Price
Now that we’ve covered the padparadscha sapphire’s main specifications, let’s chat about pricing. 
Because padparadscha gemstones are so rare, they’re as valuable as emeralds and rubies.

For many, these elusive gems are equally unattainable because of their high price points. But it isn’t 
always so.

When setting the price for these unique jewels, several factors come into play.

-How large is the sapphire?
-What is the gem quality?
-How has the stone been cut and polished?
-Is the color deeply saturated?

Speaking of coloring, padparadscha sapphires with deep, vivid tones are usually more coveted, which is 
where sapphire treatments come into play.

Sapphire treatment is the process of enhancing a sapphire’s clarity and color, typically by adding heat. 
One standard method is Beryllium diffusion, a complicated procedure where diffusing Beryllium into 
the sapphire at sweltering temperatures enhances the stone’s coloring.

While this method produces more vibrant colors, treated sapphires are considered to be less valuable as 
a result.

Thanks to all of these various elements and standards, padparadscha sapphires can cost anywhere 
between $1k–$200k per carat. Remember to keep in mind that large, medium-toned, high-clarity, and 
untreated gems will fetch higher prices.

Of course, you’ll secure a better bargain by buying stones directly through a reputable gem agency!

Choosing the Right Padparadscha Sapphire
At last, we’ve reached the end of our virtual padparadscha sapphire tour! But before we let the sun set 
on this striking jewel, let’s recap.
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As we’ve learned, padparadscha stones are more than just sparkling “pink-orange” sapphires. These 
unique gems are rich in history, meaning, and color range. They’re quite diverse in terms of cut, clarity, 
size, weight, and pricing too.

When it comes to choosing which padparadscha gemstone to buy, know that there is no “right” sapphire 
out there. Think about the features you value most and which are relevant to your needs and desires.

Maybe finding a true padparadscha sapphire is at the top of your list. Perhaps you’re looking for 
gemstones with a high clarity grade. Maybe you want something more budget-friendly yet still valuable,
in which case a treated padparadscha may fit the bill.

Whatever your criteria may be, we’re confident that any padparadscha gem is sure to turn heads 
wherever you go. After all, these rare sapphires carry the lotus flower’s vitalizing spirit and splendor.

    

_______________________________________________________________________  

SCFMS and MEMBER CLUB GEM SHOWS

Nov:

Paleontological 
Society(Austin, TX) 
11/06-07/21

Midland (Midland, TX)

Houston Gem and 
Mineral Society.
Humble Civic Center
11/12-14/21

Dallas (Dallas, TX) 
11/20-21/21

Dec:

DeRidder (Leeville, 
LA)

Jan:
Fredericksburg 
Rockhounds, 
Fredericksburg, TX
01/15-16/22, Lady Bird 
Johnson Park

East Texas Gem & 
Mineral Society, Tyler, 
TX
01/21-23/22, Tyler Rose 
Garden Center

Feb:
Williamson County Gem & 
Mineral Society, Georgetown,
TX
Usually 2nd weekend in Feb., 
San Gabriel Park Community
Center

Clear Lake Gem & Mineral 
Society, Houston, TX
02/26-27/22, Pasadena 
Convention Center

Hi Plains Gem & Mineral 
Society, Plainview, TX
02/22-23/22, Ollie Liner Center

Mar:
Gulf Coast Gem & 
Mineral Society, Corpus 
Christi, TX
03/05-06/22, R.M. 
Borchard Fairgrounds, 
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Robstown, TX

Big Spring Prospectors 
Club, Big Spring, TX
Usually 1st weekend in 
Mar., Howard Co. Fair 
Barn

Southwest Gem & 
Mineral Society, San 
Antonio, TX
03/12-13/22, venue to be 
announced, San Antonio,
TX

STONEY STATEMENTS
Clear Lake Gem and Mineral Society, Inc

PO BOX 891533
Houston, Texas 77289

Meeting 3rd Tuesday of the Month
7:00 P.M.
League City Library
100 W Walker St, League City, Tx 77573

Member of

Next Annual Show
February 26-27, 2022
Pasadena Convention Center

American 
Federation of 
Mineral Societies

South Central 
Federation of Mineral
Societies

CLGMS is on the Web:
http://www.clgms.org

FACEBOOK: CLEAR LAKE GEM AND 
MINERAL SOCIETY.

http://www.clgms.org/
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Clear Lake Gem and Mineral Society, Inc

MEMBER: American Federation of Mineralogical Societies and South Central Federation of Mineral Societies

PURPOSE: To promote education and popular interest in the various earth sciences; in particular in those hobbies
dealing with the art of lapidaries and the earth sciences of minerals, fossils and their associated fields.

2021 OFFICERS: President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Program Director
Board of Directors:

Newsletter  Editor

John Caldyne
Cynthia McGowan
Christina Rankin
Morgan Davies
VACANT
Sandra Christiansen
Jim Edwards
Donna Nelson
Sara Tanner
David Tjiok

832-282-4270
281-546-2662
281-723-5408
281-224-2444

Jerry Newberry
Jim Hawkins

Annual Show 2021 ……………….. Sandra Christiansen
Constitution & Bylaws……………..Sara Tanner Membership…………………David Tjiok
Community Benefits………………..Charlie Timme WWW System Admin.. …….Mike Flannigan
Historian……………………………David Tjiok Refreshments………………..John Caldyne
Publicity……………………..……. Annabel Brownfield     Education/Field Trips……….Annabel Brownfield
Facebook……………………………Cynthia McGowan

Membership Dues Jan. to Dec. 2021: Adult $15:00, $5.00 per additional adult at same address, Junior $5.00, $5.00 per member with 
adult at same address, Family Dues $20.00 (4+) at same address. Send Dues to CLGMS, PO BOX 891533, Houston, TX, 77289
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