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  HAPPY Halloween 

NEXT MEETING:   
TIME:  
LOCATION: 

October 19, 2009 
7:30 PM 
CLEAR LAKE PARK BUILDING 
5001 NASA ROAD ONE 
SEABROOK, TEXAS 

The PROGRAM FOR October…  

The program will be Mike Burns on “Failure analyses of metal components that have failed 
unexpectedly.” In many cases, the failures are caused by corrosion, and if one can identify the minerals 
present in the corrosion product, which often tells a lot about the corrosive conditions that caused the 
corrosion. 
 
SHOW and TELL 
Share a report of our latest field trip or your own special dig. Bring in your prize specimens and educate us. Bring us your 
rockhounding finds and let us see how you did. 
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Stoney Statements -It is 

October and time for 
Rock Hounds to hit the 
field trip trails – How 
about Wyoming? Good 

Hunting! 

The Officers Team will be out looking for 
candidates for officers for next year. 
WE will need a full slate, so everyone 
determine if you can serve in this role. 
Help your club by serving as an officer or 
Board Member. 

Our friends at the Victoria GMS have their show 
coming up folks. Let’s all go out and support their 
efforts. OCTOBER 16-18 
VICTORIA, TX 
VICTORIA GEM & MIN. SOC. 
Victoria Community Center 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
NEW ADDRESS, phone number, e-mail 
address, etc? Contact Al Pennington and Mike 
Flannigan, at the Newsletter address  
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Minutes of the Clear Lake Gem and Mineral 

September 21, 2009 
 
President Ed Tindell opened the meeting with the pledge to the flag. The Minutes were approved as 
printed in the Stony Statements. The Treasurer’s report was accepted as read. 
 
President Ed Tindell reviewed committee reports: 

Historian:  Nothing to report. 
Library:  Cataloguing is almost complete.  A list of books available for members’ use will be 
published on our web site.  Ning.com was discussed as a possible web group.   
Publicity:  Publicity Chairperson not at meeting. 
Membership:  All membership records are up to date 
Show Committee:  Need Show Publicity Chairperson for 2010 Show. 
Field Trips:  There will be a field trip to Arkansas October 15-19 with the Crater of Diamonds 
included. Look for an e-mail from Ed. 

 
Old Business:  Plastic boxes are going to be ordered by Alan Pennington for the library and the storage 
unit. 
New Business:  No New Business 
 
The SCFMS show will be hosted by Tri-City Gem and Mineral Society in Temple, Texas on October 10 
and 11. Ed Tindell and Alan Pennington will represent our club as the Delegate and Alternate Delegate. 
Bob Brock moved to give up to $250.00 each for expenses. Leslie Gary seconded and the motion was 
approved. 
Leslie Gary recommended the purchase of a Gem Teck from Wade Callendar for the price of $250.00. 
This was seconded and approved. It was noted that the club has equipment for use by members.  Some 
require training before use. Also there is a need to take inventory and evaluate the equipment in our 
storage unit. We had two people present who expressed interest in having a training session. 
 
We welcomed Lorrin Chang as a visitor. 
 
Our speaker was Wade Callendar who gave us a talk on Silversmithing.  He explained that he started 30 
years ago only to discover that he needed mountings of a better quality that he could find available.  He 
brought examples to view and described methods. He pointed out that some of these methods today are 
very time consuming and in today’s market it is impossible to sell at a price commensurate with the labor. 
 

Door prizes were awarded and then the meeting was adjourned. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Respectfully submitted 
Loyce Pennington, Substituting for the Secretary 
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Wichita Mountain Myths – Eagle’s Plate 
An Original article By Al Pennington, CLGMS 

Growing up as a boy near the Wichita Mountains in Southwest Oklahoma, I spent many a weekend tramping 
over the rough granite boulders. The Wichita Mountains are ancient, worn down to granite boulders over the 
millennia - once the size of the Rockies. They are one of the few ranges of mountains in the USA that run east 
to west. Of course, grandfather had already begun to tell us tales of the Spanish gold supposed to be hidden all 
over the region so we always kept an eye out. There are pockets of quartz all over the region, sure signs and 
potential for gold. I have dug into many a pocket of Smokey quartz, some clear enough for a good specimen.  

In one area, now in the wildlife refuge, you can see still see the tailings of the 
diggings of early Spaniards. In another spot, the worn down rocks of a Spanish 
grain mill circle is covered over with brush and grasses. Now according to 
grandfather, there was a cache of gold left over from when a number of 
Spaniards of the 1500s, running from Indians, had to make a stand somewhere 
around Eagle Mountain. They dug into a spot between two bounders, put in the 
gold bars they had, and covered it with an iron plate. Only one of the 
unfortunate Spaniards made it out of that situation and in some obscure writings 
from an old mission, some of the early prospectors coming into this region in the 
1900’s found out about the tale.  

Down Lost Lake Road, near a place we called Camp Boulder, was Eagle Mountain. It was a rugged thing, and 
just made to climb, which we did on many occasions. Stan, Dave, and I 
had broken off that day from the group that was setting up a picnic near 
the lake and went climbing. As always I carried my trusty hooked staff, a 

thing I made out of a broom handle and a storage hook. It was great for hooking a rock or bush to raise you up 
a difficult slope, good for holding your weight, helped walking and it was well suited to bashing a snake should 
one get too close. 

The late October day of 1956 was cool and sunny. We trudged along, talking and just enjoying the hike. After 
a short hike along the creek, we headed down the Narrows and about half way down the valley we found our 
favorite place to ascend the mountain. About a third of the way up, we came across one of the tailings areas but 
as always, there was no mine shaft remaining - the place long since filled with gravel and dirt from many a rain. 
This did set us to talking about Spanish mines and we traded stories for the next half hour. Anyone that knows 
the mountain is familiar with the many rifts, valleys and clefts. I swear 
that I have climbed Eagle Mountain forty times and never went 
through all of them. 

So it was that on that day, we were about half way to the top and 
hiked into a shallow swale with a tiny meadow in its midst. A trickle 
of water flowed through it and it made an ideal place to stop. Stan 
commented on the fact we had never been in this particular spot. Not 
too far away, I spotted what looked like a square of dark material 
high on a ridge between two enormous bounders. Unfortunately, a 
rattler was also coiled up close by, so we got the heck out of there 
fast. Mom would be worried anyway and then there was a fine hamburger over an oak fire just waiting. 

Now I know where it was supposed to be, generally, and I am certain we must have stumbled over the Spanish 
Plate Cache that day. But as many times as I have roamed over the area since then, I never saw the plate again. 
It may be long gone, covered over with a landslide. Or, maybe those ancient Spaniards just want to keep their 
gold. Anyway, now the cache is in the Refuge and no one can get to it.  
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An October HAPPY BIRTHDAY   October Anniversary includes: 
Opal (hope). Sudden 
changes in temperature can 
cause this fragile stone to 
shatter, which may have led 
to the superstition that it can 
bring the wearer bad luck 
unless it is one’s birthstone 

None 

 
  

Michael Vanderbles  5 
Ruth Hansen  6 
Steve McCaleb  7 
Loyce Pennington 24 

 

“Employ thy time well, if thou meanest 
to get leisure.” Benjamin Franklin  

GOODIE GETTERS…For October 

Main Goodies provided by club. 

 

Lapidary Corner  (Special request from a new member) 
  

RAINBOW OBSIDIAN : Cut parallel 
to flow layers. These can be seen by 
examining fractured surfaces using an 
overhead single lamp bulb. As [the 
layers] are not always straight, it may 
be necessary to turn the stone slightly 
in the saw. Examine each slab set with 

either water or saw oil to see if the correct angle has been 
obtained.  SAFETY TIP: After obsidian is sawed, be sure to 
bevel the edges all around on your fine grinding wheel to 
keep them from flaking and chipping. Wear goggles or 
glasses at all times. If a small chip of glass (obsidian) got 
into your eye, it would be hard to remove as it is transparent 
and hard to see even with a powerful magnifying glass, and 
the edges may cut your eye to a great extent before it could 
be removed. 

 

GRINDING OBSIDIAN CABS : Approach your grinding 
wheel with the material at a slight horizontal angle. If 
brought straight in, it may be a “shattering” experience, as 
obsidian fractures conchoidally and this is a sure way to do 
it. 

How to Cut Obsidian  

Author unknown 
 
GOLD SHEEN:  To get the most out of mahogany 
gold sheen obsidian, saw with the bands, as if they 
were a stack of plates, and you wish to unstuck 
them. Watch for “fire spots” in gold sheen. It is not 
plentiful, but opallike colors do sometimes occur in 
mahogany gold sheen.  IRIDESCENT: There are 
two types of iridescent obsidian. In cutting both 

correctly, the orientation of the 
color is most important. One 
type of obsidian is banded and 
the color lies in the bands. On 
the unbanded types of obsidian 
the surface has to be chipped to 

find the color.  The banded type will have several 
colors or shades, while the unbanded types will have 
only one color. Cut the banded material parallel to 
the bands to get effect. To get a rainbow effect, cut 
the stone at an approximately 15-degree angle 
across the bands. 

 

MIDNIGHT LACE : Lace-patterned obsidian should 
be cut across the surface pattern that you desire to 
reproduce. Although obsidian is comparatively soft, 
it is still very important to sand away all scratches 
before going to polish. Some advise that wet sanding 
be done, since obsidian is heat sensitive and very 
brittle. For final polish, felt with cerium oxide is the 
choice. Should you be faceting some particularly 
gemmy obsidian try cerium oxide on Lucite®, but 
keep it wet.  

POLISH ON OBSIDIAN : Keep the polishing wheel wet. 
A dry polishing will result in blisters and scratches. 
Obsidian is relatively inexpensive, easy to obtain and soft. 
With proper understanding of its glassy properties you can 
obtain some beautiful results. – 
from The RockCollector 10/09 via Golden Frog, February 
2005 
 
 

 



STONEY STATEMENTS OCTOBER 2009 PAGE 5 

Field Trips (2009)by Ed Tindell 
CLGMS Only = October 2009 
I’m still searching for sites to get into 
up in Arkansas during the upcoming 
field trip. There have been some site 
closures and the deer hunting season 
will be going on at the same time. So 
far we have seven people going which is 
a good group. If you are interested in 
going let me know. 
Here is [my/the field trip] schedule so 
far: 
Thursday, 10/15: Drive up in the 
morning; spend afternoon at Crater Of 
Diamonds Thursday night: stay in 
Murfreesboro (at least I am) Friday, 
10/16: Open - still looking for sites 
(maybe 3M Big Rock Quarry or another 
commercial site) 
Official meeting place: Cheryl’s 
Restaurant in Murfreesboro, 8 AM 
Friday morning (Murfreesboro only has 
2-3 restaurants and one main road, 
you can’t miss the place. Great 
breakfast.) 

Friday night: to be determined  
Saturday, 10/17: Open - still looking 
for sites (maybe Magnet Cove area) 

Saturday night: to be determined  
Sunday, 10/18: Open - still looking for 
sites (maybe quartz and/or really new 
places) 

Sunday night: to be determined  
Monday, 10/19: Crater of Diamonds in 
the morning; drive home in afternoon 
What you should bring: 
Clothing: ORANGE SAFETY VEST - 
unless you want to get shot 
accidentally in the woods, mud boots, 
hat, gloves. 

TICKS - I advise wearing long pants 
and shirts and wearing lots of bug 
spray with no gaps - use rubber bands. 
Tools: buckets, screens (at least 1/16”, 
1/8”, ¼”, and ½”), geo pick, crack 
hammer, chisel, shovel, magnet. 
Packing Material: bubble wrap, TP 
(multi-purpose), paper towels (select a 
size, non-colored). 
Food: water, snacks. We will usually 
eat on the road and have dinner in the 
evening. 
I am open to suggestion as to sites so 
dig out your field trip guides, magazine 
articles, clippings, emails, etc. and let 
me know what interests you. 
 

 
Thanks,  
Ed Tindell 
2009 CLGMS Field Trip Coordinator 
a.k.a. "The Official Cat Herder" 
 
 

HELP! We Still Need a Show Publicity 
Person 

Hello to all members. We 
are in need of a show 
publicity person. Duties 
include sending out our 
publicity material to 
magazines’, newspapers 
and such things. We are 

getting close to the time for some of the 
early work and need a volunteer. 
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OPAL - The Whole “Opals as-bad-luck” Myth 
By - Douglas Touret 

Lapidary Artist, Designer & Goldsmith In - The Pegmatite - November 2003 Question: I heard that opals 
are very fragile and could break when manipulated; did bench jewelers invent the bad luck myth to avoid 
setting them? 

Answer: Actually, believe it or not, the whole “opals-as-bad-luck” myth 
got its start about 300 years ago, when a “novelist” famous for the 
equivalent of dime-store romance novels (Sir Walter Scott) wrote a 
widely-read piece of rubbish (Anne of Gierstein).  Prior to that, as Pliny the 
Elder wrote, opals were seen as “the Queen of all gems, vastly superior to 
all others, because in Opal are the colors of all other stones.” (I’m 
paraphrasing Pliny, but that was the gist of it.) 

Anyhow, as the story of Anne develops, she’s an illegitimate child who’s 
unfortunately been marked for life, as a result of her philandering father’s ways, and subsequently 
becomes the recipient of a witch’s curse (like I said, great writing, here ...), through which she’s forced to 
wear a magical opal brooch from early childhood until adulthood. The opal, according to the book, had 
fire which mirrored Anne’s own mood swings, such that the opal glowed brightly when she was happy, 
but “shot out baleful sparks of colour” when she was angry or melancholy. (Aha ! Our plot thickens!) 

Pivotal to the tale, Anne was specifically ordered never to allow holy water to come in contact with either 
her own body or that of the opal ... or else. As the story progressed, Anne was swept off her feet by a 
handsome prince, who asked for and received her hand in marriage. But, while at the altar, the priest 
accidentally sprinkled Holy Water on both Anne and her magical opal, which apparently shot out its 
“most baleful spark” ever, then went colorless! Suddenly, Anne passed out and collapsed, whereupon her 
groom and handmaidens carted her off to a side chamber to rest. When they return several minutes later 
all that remained of either Anne or the Opal were her clothes and a small pile of ashes!  

 Like I said when I began the retelling of this “legend”, it’s pretty farfetched stuff, 
by today’s standards - a real Believe It Or Not story.  Unfortunately, the ladies of 
the 17th century weren’t as well educated or worldly as those of today, so a great 
many of them took this book at face value, and the opal immediately fell out of 
favor. 

Ironically, since this “tragic tale” became a bestseller at just about the same time as 
the original (comparatively, rather dull) European sources for precious opal played 
out, but before the Australian finds were discovered, there weren’t many reasons to argue the book’s 
point (other than its blatant stupidity). 

All of which may go a long ways towards explaining the uphill battle that fine opal miners still face, on 
occasion, when trying to market their goods. It’s absolutely ridiculous, but that’s the reasonable 
unvarnished - except by memory’s tricks, since I haven’t read the book in over 25 year - and historically 
true reason behind opal’s lack of popularity.  

From The RockCollector 10/09 from thread of messages in Orchid Digest 2-6-03 / 2-17-03 via www.ganoskin.com 

Quote  
“The reserve of modern assertions is sometimes pushed to extremes, in which the fear of being 
contradicted leads the writer to strip himself of almost all sense and meaning.” Sir Winston 
Churchill  
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Missouri’s Ozarks  

 
 Over half a billion years ago, during the Late Pre-Cambrian period, Southern Missouri was a chain of 
volcanic islands in a warm and shallow sea (that were) much like the (present day) Hawaiian Islands.  If measured 
from sea floor where they began they would rank with any mountains in the world we know today.  The climate 
then was tropical. Missouri was not too far from where the equator was then, but the mountain/islands had no life 
on them for millions of years.  Life on earth had not learned to live on land yet.  Just stark, barren mountains of 
lifeless rock and shifting dunes, blistering under the tropical sun.  It must have been impressive. 
 The remains of these early titans are the St. Francois Mountains (an outlier of the Ozarks) where some of 
the oldest rocks in the U.S are exposed at the surface.  The remains of (a) volcanic caldera can be found at Hawn 
State Park in the Ste. Genevieve County, Knob Lick Mountain in St. Francois County and other locations.  The St. 
Francois Mountains are part of an enormous granite batholith that underlies the Ozarks.  As you move West from 
St. Francois County, the surface becomes younger; the granite batholith is deeply buried. 
 The time is Late Cambrian (500,000,000 years) and 100,000,000 have passed.  The mountain islands are 
still naked of life, but the seas now teem with life.  Massive stromatolite (calcareous-algae) reefs surround the 
islands.  Brachiopods, gastropods, mollusks, and trilobites inhabit every ecological niche in the reef.  Their remains 
can be found in the limestones and dolomites of the Upper Cambrian/Lower Ordovician in the Ozarks along with 
economically valuable deposits of Iron, Lead, Copper, and Zinc as well as aesthetic xl specimens of Pyrite, 
Chalcopyrite, Galena Sphalerite, Calcite, Dolomite, and others. 
 The World-Class deposits in the Old Lead Belt in Madison and St. Francois Counties and the New Lead 
Belt (Viburnum Trend District) in Reynolds and Iron Counties, were formed in the remains of the Late Cambrian 
stromatolite reef located in the (upper Cambrian) Bonterre Dolomite. The World-Class Barite deposits of 
Washington County Missouri are located in a rock unit (Pottois Formation Upper Cambrian) of similar age, along 
with Upper Cambrian Fossils (Trilobites, Monoplacophorans) and large amounts of Silica (Chert and Quartz 
Druse) Limonite psuedomorphs of Pyrite and Marcasite are relatively abundant at some locales and boytroidal 
Smithsonite is occasionally found.  (Many have identified Youngite from the area; however Youngite is an invalid 
species, and specimens so identified from this area are most likely Quartz or Smithsonite.) 
 The Limestones and Dolomites of the surface of the majority of the Ozarks proper are highly soluble, and 
Karst features such as caves, natural bridges, and underground springs are numerous.  Some of the caves contain 
magnificent specimens of secondary Calcite deposits (Stalactite) Aragonite, Calcite XL, Gypsum Flowers 
(Selenite).  Note:  it is illegal to collect specimens from caves in public ownership.  Filled sinks have been mined for 
Pyrite and Copper minerals.  The old Cherry Valley Open Pit Mine (now unfortunately the Crawford County 
Sanitary Landfill) once produced specimens of Pyrite and Amethyst.  Moselle Mine, Phelps County produced 
Pyrite, Calcite, and Amethyst.  Pea Ridge Mine, Washington County has very aesthetic Calcites w/Hematite 
coating and Chalcopyrite xl., as well as others.  Cobalt was mined at Fredericktown, Madison, and Copper and 
Lead minerals in Madison, St. Francis, and Ste. Genevieve Counties.  The Old Cornwell Copper Mine in Ste. 
Genevieve County once produced good specimen material, but is now privately owned with no collecting allowed. 
 
Written by Ed Haid in ESCOMO, via The Trilobite, 03/95 
 

SCFMS and MEMBER CLUB GEM SHOWS 
OCTOBER 10-11 - SCFMS 
TEMPLE, TX 
TRI-CITY G & M S 
Mayborn Civic Center 
3303 N. 3rd. Street 

OCTOBER 16-18 
VICTORIA, TX 
VICTORIA G & M S 
Community Center 

OCTOBER 23-25 
AUSTIN, TX 
AUSTIN GEM & M S 
Palmer Events Center 

NOVEMBER 07-08 
MIDLAND, TX 
MIDLAND G & M S 
Midland Center 

NOVEMBER 13-15 
HUMBLE, TX 
HOUSTON G & M S 
Humble Civic Center 
8233 Will Clayton Pkwy 

NOVEMBER 21-22 
MESQUITE, TX 
DALLAS G & M S 
Resistol Arena Ex. Hall 

DECEMBER 12-13 
DeRIDDER, LA 
DeRIDDER G & M S 
DeRidder La. Fairgrounds 

DECEMBER 05-06 
ROUND ROCK, TX 
PALEONTOLOGICAL 
SOC. OF AUSTIN 
“Fossil Fest” Old Settlers 
Park next to Dell Diamond 
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Meeting 3rd Monday of the Month – 7:30 P.M. 
October 19, 2009, Clear Lake Park Building 
5001 NASA Road One, Seabrook, Texas 

   

 

 

 Member of:   

Next Annual Show  
February 27 & 28, 2010 
Pasadena Convention Center 

CLGMS is on the Web: (new location) 
http://www.clgms.org 

 

 

 

  

     

Clear Lake Gem and Mineral Society, Inc 

MEMBER: American Federation of Mineralogical Societies and Sou th Central Federation of Mineral Societies 

PURPOSE: To promote education and popular interest in the var ious earth sciences; in particular in those 
hobbies dealing with the art of lapidaries and the earth sc iences of minerals, fossils and their associated fields  

2009 OFFICERS: President 

Vice President 

Secretary 

Treasurer 

Program Director  

Board of Directors: 

 

Newsletter Editor 

Ed Tindell 

Bob Brock 

Annabel Williams 

Loyce Pennington 

Trina Willoughby 

Trina Willoughby 

Cheryl Tindell 

Al Pennington 

281-930-0698 

281-338-2252 

 

281 481-1591 

Lesley Gary 

Troy Nordyke 

David Tjiok 

281 481-1591 

 

Annual Show 2010……………………..Al Pennington  Library…………………………….Lester Gary 
Const & bylaws…………………………Dick Rathjen  Membership……………………….Mike Flannigan 
Community Benefits……………..…..   Nancy Dugger  Publisher…………………………..Mike Flannigan 
Historian………………………………  David Tjiok    Refreshments………………………David Tjiok 

Membership Dues Jan. to Dec. 2009: Adult $10:00, $5.00 per additional adult at same address, Junior $5.00, $2.50 per 
member with adult at same address, Family Dues $20.00 (4+) at same address. Send Dues to CLGMS, PO BOX 891533, 
Houston, TX, 77289 

Granvil A. “Al” Pennington, Editor 2009 – 11326 Sagetrail Houston, TX 77089-4418 
Permission to use material originating in this newsletter is freely given providing credit is given author and Stoney 
Statements except if the article requires authorization (©RA). Permission may be obtained by E-mailing Editor. 
Deadline for November Issue is October 28, 2009 
 


