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JUNE MONTHLY MEETING

This month we will try something new at the meeting and
watch a YouTube video that is of interest to the club.
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MINUTES OF THE MAY 2025 CLGMS GENERAL MEETING
Clear Lake Gem and Mineral Society at League City Library on 5/20/2025.

25 members attended our general meeting tonight.
David gave our club an introduction to new people who came to listen to our meeting.

We had five scholarships available and two people were chosen during our May Officers’
meeting. The finalists are Celeste Cody and Chloe Barney for the James Brittenham
Scholarship.

Christina will send the finalists a formal letter letting them know they received the
scholarships.

The newsletter was approved for May.

During our Second Annual CLGMS picnic there will be a Rock Exchange and games for
the kids.

Hats and shirts will be available to buy before our picnic for members to wear and a
photo will be taken, so buy a shirt soon.

For June, we will try something new, a YouTube episode on a subject related to our club.
Christina will speak about June’s birthstones Pearl, Alexandrite, and Moonstone.

MINUTES OF THE JUNE CLGMS BOARD MEETING
There was no Board meeting in June.

Upcoming events - We are looking forward to the following programs.
More information soon.

Field Trips Announcement

Stay Tuned — Working on a date to travel to Livingston to visit Johnson’s Rock Shop.
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Moonstone

Borrowed from Geology.com

Author: Hobart M. King, PhD, GIA Graduate Gemologist

What Is Moonstone?

Moonstone is the popular name used for gem-quality feldspar that exhibits the phenomenon of
adularescence. Adularescence is a soft glow of light that appears to float just below the surface of a
polished gemstone, usually a cabochon. The name "moonstone" was given because the floating light
resembles the glow of the moon through a thin cloud cover.

The glow of moonstone is dynamic and appears to move within the stone when one of three things
occurs: 1) the source of illumination moves, 2) the angle of observation is changed, or, 3) the gemstone
is moved under the light. This beautiful and intriguing adularescence is what makes moonstone the most
popular gemstone of the feldspar group.

June Birthstone

Moonstone serves as a birthstone for the month of June. It is one of the original modern birthstones
established in 1912. It shares the title of June birthstone with pearls and alexandrite.

Moonstone: A scatter of round moonstone cabochons with blue flash adularescence.
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Geologic and Geographic Origin

Sri Lanka is the world's most important source of fine-quality moonstone. Moonstone is also produced
in significant quantities in Brazil, Myanmar and India. Small amounts are found in many other countries
around the world.

Large, mechanized moonstone mines do not exist. Instead, most production is from artisanal mining.
The miner’s prospect through stream sediments and gravels where moonstone is found, often along with
a variety of other gems. A smaller amount is mined underground, where miners dig into soft kaolinite
clay that developed as a residual material above weathering feldspar deposits and igneous rock masses

Rough Moonstone: Pieces of gray and peach moonstone before cutting. The glow of adularescence can
be seen on the cleavage faces. Image copyright iStockphoto / J-Palys.

What Causes Adularescence?

Adularescence is observed in pieces of feldspar that contain thin alternating layers of orthoclase and
albite. These micron-thick layers of different composition also have different refractive indexes. Light,
penetrating one layer after another, is bent, reflected and scattered at the surface of each layer. The
scattered light within the stone is what causes the adularescent glow and the beauty of the gem.
Interlayering of other feldspars such as labradorite, oligoclase, or sanidine can also produce
adularescence.

The term "adularescence" has its origin in Switzerland. Fine-quality moonstone was mined in the Swiss
Alps, near the town of St. Gotthard Pass, formerly named Mt. Adular. The moonstone found there was
called "adularia", named after the town. The name adularescence was used for the phenomena exhibited
by the gem and the term spread by word of mouth and in print to gem dealers worldwide.
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Blue Flash Rough: A specimen of uncut moonstone, exhibiting blue flash from beneath its cleavage
faces.

Orienting a Cabochon

The most important job in cutting a moonstone cabochon is orienting the rough. This requires a
knowledge of how light enters and behaves within the stone. The cutter must first identify the plane of
adularescence. This plane will always be a parallel to a cleavage direction of the mineral.

Cleavage surfaces are then examined, looking for adularescence. Surfaces for one direction of cleavage
will usually have much stronger adularescence than the other. Once that plane is identified, the flat base
of the cabochon will be cut parallel to that plane. The cab should be approximately hemispherical in
shape for a round stone, or a high loaf shape for an oval-cut stone.

Quartz-Moonstone Doublets

Moonstone is sometimes used to produce doublet cabochons. These are made by gluing a slab of quartz
to a thin slice of blue flash moonstone. A cabochon is then cut from the material with the moonstone
slice serving as the base of the cabochon. When these are properly cut and presented in jewelry the
result is a cabochon with an apparent blue moonstone-like color and luster. These can be attractive.
Their appeal is a much lower price than a moonstone cabochon. They have one advantage over
moonstone cabochons - the quartz cap is a lot harder and suffers much less from abrasion and impact.

© geology.com

Blue Flash Moonstone: Two cabochons of blue flash moonstone. Each cab measures approximately 14
x 10 millimeters.

Adularescence and Bodycolor

Moonstone occurs in a wide range of body colors. These include white, gray, brown, pink, orange,
green, yellow and colorless. Each of these body colors makes a beautiful gem. The adularescence is
usually a white to silvery sheen.

Rarely, colorless specimens of feldspar will produce a spectacular blue adularescence. This phenomenon
is often called "blue flash" or "blue sheen" adularescence. These specimens are rare and extremely
desirable.
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© geology.com

Rainbow Moonstone: A large cabochon of rainbow moonstone with strong adularescence cut from
material mined in India. This stone measures 24 x 17 millimeters.

An even rarer occurrence is moonstone that exhibits a spectrum of iridescent colors. These specimens
are known as "rainbow moonstone". This phenomenon occurs when white light is separated into its
spectral colors while passing through the stone. The feldspar mineral labradorite is usually the source of
these iridescent colors.

The quality of a moonstone cabochon is determined by several factors. A top-quality cabochon will have
a pleasing bodycolor, excellent clarity, strong and symmetrical adularescence across the entire face of
the gem, and a quality cutting job with a pleasing shape and excellent polish.

Cat's-Eye Moonstone: A transparent and colorless specimen of moonstone that exhibits a bright cat's-
eye. The color and clarity of the stone, along with the strength of the chatoyance, make this a fine
specimen of cat's-eye moonstone. This cabochon weighs 2.83 carats and measures 10.44 x 8.28 x 4.73
millimeters.

© geology.com
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Star Moonstone: A translucent white moonstone cabochon that exhibits asterism through a white four-
ray star. This stone weighs 11.16 carats and measures 15.2 x 13.4 x 7.5 millimeters.

Chatoyance and Asterism

Some specimens of moonstone can be cut to yield a cabochon that exhibits chatoyance (cat’s-eye
moonstone) or four-ray asterism (star moonstone). When properly cut, gems that display these
phenomena can be beautiful and highly desirable. An accompanying photo shows a very nice example

of a transparent cat's-eye moonstone. Another accompanying photo shows a milky white moonstone
cabochon that exhibits four-ray asterism.

Moonstone Ring: Moonstone has perfect cleavage and can be easily damaged if used in a ring. One
impact against a hard object can cleave the stone into two pieces. The stone in this ring has suffered that
fate and received numerous bruises and abrasions.

Durability of Moonstone

Moonstone is a gem that is not suitable for everyday wear. It is not extremely hard and it cleaves easily,
so care must be taken. Moonstone has a Mohs hardness of between 6 and 6.5, so it can be scratched by
many common objects. Moonstone also has two directions of perfect cleavage, so it can be broken by a
sharp impact.

Although moonstone rings are very popular, they are best worn at times when the risk of abrasion or
impact is low. Moonstone makes wonderful earrings and pendants, and with these types of use the risk
of damage is much lower. A setting that protects the gem can further reduce the risk of damaging
moonstone jewelry.

https://geology.com/gemstones/moonstone/
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SCFMS and MEMBER CLUB GEM SHOWS

Arlington Gem Land of the Sky The Crystal H & R Gem Shows
Mineral & Jewelry | Rock Show - Festival St Petersburg Gem

Show & Sale 6/20/2025- 7/19/2025 - Show — 8/29/2025-
6/14/2025- 6/22/2025 7/20/2025 8/31/2025

6/15/2025 Fri/Sat 9:00-6:00 10am - 8pm 10:00 - 5:00

Sat 9:00-6:00 Sun 10:00-4:00 Colorado Springs | The Coliseum

Sun 10:00-4:00 Land of the Sky Event Center Ballroom

Grapevine Conv
Center; 1209 S
Main St;
Grapevine, TX
76051

Event Venue
39 Spring Cove Rd
Swannanoa, NC

28778; Website:
http://americanroc

3960 Palmer
Park Blvd
Colorado
Springs, CO
80909; Website:

535 4th Ave N

St Petersburg, FL
33701; Website:
https://hrgemshows.c
om/

Website: khound.com/ https://www.crys
https://www.agmc talfestival.org/
57.org/
JOGS Tucson Fall | Colorado Mineral | Oklahoma Houston Gem &
Gem & Jewelry and Fossil Fall Mineral and Gem | Mineral Society
Show; 8/28/2025 - | Show; Palmer Society Show; Show
8/31/2025; Events 10/24/2025 - 11/07/2025 —
10:00 am — 6:00 Center, 900 Barton | 10/26/2025, 11/09/2025
pm; Springs Rd, Fri/Sat 9:00am - | Fri/Sat 9:00-6:00
Sun: 10:00am Northglenn, CO; 6:00pm, Sun 10:00-5:00
4:00pm, Tucson 9/5/2025 Sun 10:00 am — | Humble Civic Center
Expo Center, 3750 | - 9/13/2025; 5:00 pm, State 8233 Will Clayton
E Irvington Rd, Website: Fair Park - Parkway; Humble,
Tucson, AZ; http://www.colorad | Modern Living TX 77338; Website:
https://jogsshow.c | omineralandfossils | Bldg, 608 https://hgms.org/
om/ hows.com Kiamichi Place,

Oklahoma City ,

OK, http://omgs-
minerals.org/



https://www.agmc57.org/
https://www.agmc57.org/
http://americanrockhound.com/
http://americanrockhound.com/
https://www.crystalfestival.org/
https://www.crystalfestival.org/
https://hrgemshows.com/
https://hrgemshows.com/
https://jogsshow.com/
https://jogsshow.com/
http://www.coloradomineralandfossilshows.com/
http://www.coloradomineralandfossilshows.com/
http://www.coloradomineralandfossilshows.com/
http://omgs-minerals.org/
http://omgs-minerals.org/
https://hgms.org/
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Next Annual Show
February 28 - March 1, 2026
Pasadena Convention Center

CLGMS is on the Web:
http://www.clgms.org

Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/clems

Member of

South Central
American Federation of Mineral
Federation of Societies

Mineral Societies

Clear Lake Gem and Mineral Society, Inc

MEMBER: American Federation of Mineralogical Societies and South Central Federation of Mineral Societies

PURPOSE: To promote education and popular interest in the various earth sciences; in particular in those hobbies
dealing with the art of lapidaries and the earth sciences of minerals, fossils and their associated fields.

2025 OFFICERS: President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Program Director
Board of Directors:

Cynthia McGowan
David Tjiok
Christina Rankin
Monica Duran
Christina Rankin
Sandra Christiansen

281-546-2662
832-423-4802
281-723-5408

281-723-5408
Jim Hawkins

Spencer Pearson John Caldyne
Donna Nelson Vacant
Newsletter Editor Heather Althoff

Annual Show 2021 .................... Sandra Christiansen
Constitution & Bylaws................. Jim Hawkins Membership..................... Mike Flannigan
Community Benefits.................... Christina Rankin WWW System Admin.. ....... Mike Flannigan
Historian.............cocooeviinninnn. David Tjiok Refreshments.................... Vacant
Publicity........coviviiiiiiii Annabel Brownfield Education/Field Trips.......... Annabel Brownfield
Social Media............cccoeieiinn.. Cynthia McGowan Field Trip Coordinator.........Cassie Renner

Membership Dues Jan. to Dec. 2025: Adult $15:00, Family Dues $20.00 (4+) at same address.

Send Dues to CLGMS, PO BOX 891533, Houston, TX, 77289



http://www.clgms.org/
https://www.facebook.com/clgms

